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that probably the most dangerous and decadent
sign of all is the reverting to the beauty of a
previous age rather than striking out a new line
of our own. The aim then of the man who
would avoid aesthetic egotism should be, not to
lay down canons of what is or what is not good
art, but to try to recognise, as I have said, faith-
ful conception and firm execution wherever he
can discern it; and, for himself, to express as
vividly as he can his own keenest and acutest
perceptions of beauty. The only beauty that is
worth anything, is the beauty perceived in sin-
cerity, and here again the secret lies in resolutely
abstaining from laying down laws, from judging,
from condemning. The victory always remains
with those who admire, rather than with those
who deride, and the power of appreciating is
worth any amount of the power of despising.
And now we pass to the third and most in-
tangible region of the spirit, the region that I
will call the mystical region. This is in a sense
akin to the aesthetic region, because it partly
consists in the appreciation of beauty in ethical
things. Here the danger of the vivid personality
is to let his preferences be his guide, and to con-
temn certain types of character, certain qualities,